
 

One of  Bill’s favorite poems   

                                                                      If                    
If  you can keep your head when all about you are losing theirs and blaming it on you, 

If you can trust yourself when all men doubt you, but make allowance for their doubt-

ing too,  If you can wait and not be tired by waiting, or being lied about, don’t deal in 

lies.  Or being hated, don’t give way to hating and yet don’t look too good, nor talk to 

wise: 

If you can dream-and not make dreams your master; if you can think and not make 

thoughts your aim; if you can meet with Triumph and Disaster and treat those two 

impostors just the same ; If you can bear to hear the truth you’ve spoken twisted by 

knaves to make a trap for fools, or watch the things you gave your life to, broken, and 

stoop and build’ em up with worn-out tools: 

If you can make one heap of all your winnings and risk it on one turn of pitch-and-

toss, and lose, and start again at your beginnings and never breathe a word about 

your loss; 

If you can force your heart and nerve and sinew .  To serve your turn long after they 

are  gone, and so hold on when there is nothing in you.  Except the Will which says to 

them: “Hold on!” 

If you can talk with crowds and keep your virtue, or walk with Kings-nor lose the 

common touch, if neither foes nor loving friends can hurt you, if all men count with 

you, but none too much;  If you can fill the unforgiving minute with sixty seconds 

worth of distance run, Yours is the Earth and everything that’s in it, And which is 

more-you’ll be a Man, my son! 

                                  By: Rudyard Kippling 
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Obituary 

 

William E. Hicks, Jr. was born on March 16, 1945, in Columbus, Ohio to William and Bri-

da Irene Bozeman Hicks.  He was the first of two children.  He passed away on Friday, 

October 29, 2020. 

Bill, at an early age, had a love for sports, excelling at football at Columbus East High 

School.  In 1963, he enrolled at Central State University on a track scholarship, majoring 

in education and becoming the first in his family to graduate college in 1967.  He earned 

his Masters in Orientation and Mobility from the University of Pittsburgh in 1975.  He 

used these skills to write the curriculum for Northeast Ohio’s program for Orientation 

and Mobility. 

1969, He met Karen Simpson and the two were wed in 1973.  From that union, two chil-

dren, Kahari and Aaron Hicks were born.  Bill was family oriented, cherishing the mo-

ments he got to spend telling stories to his sons, nieces and nephews.  He was a motiva-

tor for his sons as well as other family members to attend college, encouraging them 

every step of the way. 

In 1967, he began a long and illustrious teaching and coaching career with the Cleve-

land Metropolitan School District, serving first as a mobility instructor  He then went 

on to serve as the assistant athletic director for the Cleveland Metropolitan School Dis-

trict before retiring in June of 1999.   After retirement, Bill was called to work with the 

Cleveland Alternative School as a coordinator to help expelled students re-enter the 

regular school setting.  From there he went to Cuyahoga Community College with the 

High Tech program helping hundreds of high school students earn college scholarships. 

Bill was also actively involved as a football and basketball coach, serving as head bas-

ketball Coach at West Tech and Lincoln West from 1984-1994.  During his tenure, he was 

Senate Athletic League Coach of the year in 1987-88 leading West Tech to the 1988 City 

Champion and district runner up.  Bill came out of retirement to begin coaching football 

from 2004-2006 and 2018-2020 at Cleveland Heights, where he was a part of two Lake 

Erie League Championships and two Ohio High School Athletic Associations state 

playoff appearances.  Bill was inducted into the Central State University Athletic Hall of 

Fame and was honored as one of the top 50 coaches of all time in the Cleveland Metro-

politan School District 2008.  In 2016, he also received the Greater Cleveland Coaches 

Association’s Golden Deeds award for his tireless work with the student-athletes. 

Bill was a proud member of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc. where he worked tirelessly 

to uphold the values of  Manhood, Perseverance, Scholarship and Uplift.  He was a long 

time member of Lee Road Baptist Church, serving with the youth ministry and commu-

nity outreach. 

Bill (William) is survived by his wife Karen, his two sons: Kahari (Hana) and Aaron 

(Karen), sister Susan, brother Tony (Rebecca), four grand- children: Yasmeen, Adam, Sa-

na & Leena, and a host of nieces and nephews. 






