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The Life and Legacy of Janie Mae Bonner

Janie Mae Blackwell Bonner was born October 28, 1920, in Elberton, GA to James Black-
well and Queen Victoria Harper Blackwell. Early in her life, Janie Mae developed skills in
cooking, sewing, and gardening. The eldest of four girls, Janie Mae was a natural leader,
and she was instrumental in the care of her sisters, Mary, Emma, and Sue.

When the Blackwell girls completed school, they made the decision to relocate to Cleveland,
OH, and their parents joined them. Janie Mae often commented that she and her sisters
wanted to explore the possibilities in the North, not wanting to stay in Georgia where they
believed they had limited options.

As a young woman in Cleveland, Janie Mae worked at various jobs with multiple roles,

including as a sales clerk, at the United States Postal Service, and the Mr. Coffee Company.
Outside of those positions, Janie Mae was also a seamstress, and was often hired to provide
her sewing services for everything from fixing a hem to making gowns for special occasions.

Janie Mae joined Mt. Hermon Baptist Church, and quickly became a very active member.
She served as an usher, sang in the choir, and assisted in caring for the elderly. However,
most knew her as their Sunday School teacher. Janie Mae taught elementary and junior
high aged boys in Sunday School for many years. She also provided her skills in cooking
and sewing when needed for church for events. Janie was blessed to have a particular
knack for making delicious lemon pound cake and sweet potato pie, which were often sta-
ples at those church events as well as family gatherings.

Janie Mae married Walter S. Bonner, II and gave birth to four children: Wallace, Delores,
Milton, and Walter I11. Later, she decided to change her name professionally, to Jane M.
Bonner, though her friends, family, and church comrades lovingly continued to call her,
Janie.

Janie was well known for her spirit of hospitality, and she opened her home to anyone in
need. Janie’s house was often the place for not only comfort, but for gatherings where there
was food, laughter, and good times. Her home continued to be a place for gatherings at
holidays and Sunday dinners for years, extending to her grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

Janie loved the Lord. Her consistent service and attendance at church created a lasting
legacy of a life devoted to God. From her example, her children and grandchildren learned
how to have faith, the power of prayer, generosity, the importance of serving others, and
how to care for those who needed help.

Even into her 103" year of her life, Janie could be found reading her Bible, reciting scrip-
tures, singing worship songs, and praying.

Over the years, she was often called Lady Jane because of her regal demeanor and stylish
dress. Her family repeatedly noted that she never wore pants, only skirts and dresses.

She was preceded in death by her parents, husband, sisters, her son Walter Bonner III, and
her daughter Delores Bonner.

Lady Jane leaves to cherish her memory, her sons Wallace Bonner (Karline) and Sir Milton
Bonner; her grandchildren Mario, Eric, Korey (Katie), Milton Jr., Imani, Dedra (Barrett),
Anthony (Ashley), Delores, Walter IV (Lori), Shaunna, Chris, Jennifer, and Brandon; her
twenty-two great-grandchildren and four great-great-grandchildren; her treasured nieces
and nephews and a host of relatives and friends.



